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FOCUS on ethics

By: Michael A. Crawford, CPA

ssume you're driving down a
Astretch of interstate highway where

road construction has recently
been completed. All the construction
road barriers have been removed and no
road workers are present. However, the
temporary 60-mph speed limit signs (the
normal speed limit is 75 mph) have not yet
been taken down. You decide to drive 75
mph. Are you doing anything wrong?

Your answer may depend on your
“ethical orientation.” You probably didn’t
even realize you had an ethical orientation.
Simply stated, ethical orientation describes
tendencies acquired through moral
development that a person tends to follow
when faced with making decisions that
involve ethical dilemmas.

Generally, based on moral development,
most of us are oriented toward one of two
ethical decision making camps: (1) ethics of
justice or (2) ethics of care.

An ethics of justice orientation is based
on rigid and equal application of laws,
rules, principles or policies with litcle
flexibility or exceptions. It’s also based on
views of absolutes in distinguishing right
from wrong, in that an action is either right
or wrong regardless of the circumstances.
In other words, actions taken in response
to ethical dilemmas are inherently right
(truthfulness, respect, honoring promises)
or inherently wrong (breaking the law,
lying, theft, broken promises). Conversely,
an ethics of care orientation is based
on a sense of responsibility to do good
deeds or reduce harm and suffering with
considerable flexibility and consideration
of exceptions to laws, rules, principles and
policies. It’s based on views of variables in
distinguishing right from wrong in that
some actions might be viewed as right
versus not-so-right or wrong versus not-
so-wrong, In other words, actions taken in

Right Versus Wrong or Right
Versus Not-So-Right?

response to ethical dilemmas are those that
produce more overall good than harm in
the circumstances.

For example, in the scenario above,
an individual with an ethics of justice
orientation would generally approach this
dilemma from the perspective that “what
is posted is the law” and that it is wrong to
drive 75 mph when 60 mph is still posted.
However, an individual with an ethics of
care orientation would generally approach
this from the “no harm, no foul” perspective
and feel that the temporary signs were
intended to be removed and, in this
circumstance, it is safe to drive 75 mph.

Regardless of your ethical orientation,
it is important to consider the perspecrives
of both orientations when making
decisions about the actions one should take
when faced with ethical dilemmas. The
perspective of the two different orientations
actually works as a check and balance on the
limirations of the other. Taking an action
from an ethics of justice orientation merely
because the action is not against the law
could still result in a harmful action that is
morally inappropriate. For example, if there
are road construction workers repairing a
bridge on a highway and there have been
no work zone or reduced speed limit signs
posted, while it may not be against the law
to drive the normal speed limit on that
stretch of road at that time, it would be
morally inappropriate to not slow down for
the safety of the construction workers.

At the same time, taking an action from
an ethics of care orientation that may do
morte good than harm for an individual
while being illegal, unfair or unsafe to
others is also morally inappropriate. For
example, exceeding the speed limit in a
personal car in a residential neighborhood
to take an injured individual to a hospital
(rather than using an ambulance) may be
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good for the injured individual’s well-
being but is against the law and risks doing
significant harm to others.

So, when faced with having to make tough
decisions in our professional or personal lives,
always remember to consider the perspectives
of both ethics of justice and ethics of care, and
take the action thart is the most honest, fair
and respectful action that still advances the
common good with the least amount of harm.

By the way, let me share with you the fact
that most law enforcement officers clearly
have strong, ethics ofjustice orientatrions.
Because as the highway patrol officer (being
unsympathetic to my ethics of care argument)
explained while writing me a ticket for driving
75 mph in the posted 60 mph former work
zone, “What's posted is the law, my friend.” €

John P. Cornwell, CPA; Duncan, Shepherd
& Shepherd CPAs PLLC

Joseph R. Cowan, CPA; Tulsa, Grant
Thornton LLP

Kendra K. Cox, CPA; Weatherford, Hart &
Merchant CPAs PLLC

Charles E. Craig, CPA; Tulsa

Jeffrey L. Cullison, CPA; Tulsa, Eide Bailly
LLP

Joel S. Dash, CPA; Tulsa, Grant Thornton
LLP

Kyla J. Dinwiddie, CPA; Oklahoma City,
Sonic Corporation & Subsidiaries

Cory R. Dowers, CPA; Enid, Ernst &
Young LLP

Andrew G. Duffle, CPA; Oklahoma City
John R. Dye, CPA; PEA RIDGE, Coffman
& Company, PC

Joshua L. Elder, CPA; Yukon, Arledge &
Associates, P.C.

Amy Engelbert, CPA; Edmond, Arledge &
Associates, PC.

Jennifer D. Frazier, CPA; Blanchard, DCI
Industries

Vanessa M. Gross, CPA; Tulsa, Ernst &
Young LLP

Steven J. Haaser, CPA; Jenks, BKD, LLP
Kelly J. Harris, CPA; Edmond, Cole &
Reed, PC

Christopher D. Heim, CPA; Oklahoma
City, HBC CPAs and Advisors

28

CPAFOCUS May/June 2012

Whitney N. Hill, CPA; Edmond, TH
Rogers Lumber Company

Tara Hoffman, CPA; Broken Arrow

Gary L. Holmes, CPA; Mansfield,
Accounting Practice Sales

Matthew R. Hoven, CPA; Edmond, BKD,
LLE

Julie A. Trvin, CPA; Tulsa, Tetra Tech, Inc.
Jeffrey D. Jacques, CPA; Edmond, Devon
Energy Corporation

Lynsie J. Johnson, CPA; Stratford, True
Energy Services, LLC

Sara R. Jones, CPA; Bartlesville,
ConocoPhillips

Jonathan L. Jordan, CPA; Oklahoma City,
Loves Travel Stops & Country Stores, Inc.
Jessica M. Kaczorowski, CPA; Tulsa, Hinkle
& Company, PLLC

Brian A. Kouhdari, CPA; Oklahoma City,
Cole & Reed, PC

Jay Kretchmar, CPA; Edmond, Cole &
Reed, PC

Tosha Lackey, CPA; Tuttle, Saxum
Elizabeth H. Larson, CPA; Tulsa, Siemens
Andrew J. Lopez, CPA; Yukon, Office of
State Finance

Taylor E. Loy, CPA; Yukon, High Mount E
&P

Anila T. Madhan, CPA; Broken Arrow, The
University of Tulsa

Matthew R. Marquardt, CPA; Yukon,
Devon Energy

Stephanie L. Metts, CPA; Durant, Williams
& Company, CPAs, Inc.

Rachel E. Mills, CPA; Broken Arrow,
HoganTaylor LLP

Amber N. Moler, CPA; Oklahoma City,
Copeland Hild & Trotter, PC.

Joshua R. Neil, CPA; Bixby, Goldstar
Development

Staci D. Nelson, CPA; Oklahoma City,
Ernst & Young LLP

Luke T. Panter, CPA; Edmond, Devon
Energy Corporation

Yen S. Quach, CPA; Broken Arrow, Stanfield
& O’ Dell

Linn A. Roberson, CPA; Tulsa, Drummond
Communications, LLC

Trent L. Roberts, CPA; Ada, Devon Energy
Corporation

John R. Rogers IT, CPA; Edmond,
Chesapealee Energy

Carla G. Scott, CPA; Edmond, Sonic
Corporation & Subsidiaries

Jonathan B. Shahan, CPA; Bixby, Ernst &
Young LLP

John D. Sims, CPA; Sand Springs, FC
Ziegler Company

Rafaela N. Souza, CPA; Tulsa, Ernst &
Young LLP

Graham E. Steen, CPA; Broken Arrow,
HoganTaylor LLP

Dwight N. Strayer, CPA; Tulsa, KPMG
LLP

Jayaraman Subramaniam, CPA; Norman,
Johnson Conrrols, Inc.

John C. Thompson Jr., CPA; Oklahoma
City, Ernst & Young LLP

Kristine L. Thompson, CPA; Edmond, Eide
Bailly LLP

Shweta P. Van Zandt, CPA; Duncan

Nicole E. Wade, CPA; Tutdle, Chesapeake
Energy

Janet L. Zerby, CPA; Tucde, Sunbelt Oilficld

Supply

Afolabi O. Arikenbi; Houston,
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Analisa T. Bloxham; Oklahoma City,
Huntington Energy USA, Inc.

Megan A. Brown; Tulsa, ScissorTail Energy,
e

Hoa T. Burns; Tulsa, Road Science, LL.C
Kiley M. Bush; Edmond

Bryan E. Carey; Edmond, Chesapeake
Energy

Stephen J. Coy; Tulsa, Curzon Cumbey &
Kunkel, PLLC

Mitchell L. Crow; Norman

Jennifer Davenport; Norman, Ernst &
Young LLP

Morgan L. Dickey; Oklahoma City, DeBee
Gilchrist, PC

Abbie E. Field; Tulsa

Lacey M. Fulton; Colleyville

FElizabeth A. Galegar; Owasso,
ConocoPhillips

Aria J. Ghajar; Stillwater

Joshua M. Hairston; Tulsa

Jaimie D. Hightower; Kingfisher,
Chesapeake Energy

Lindsey C. Jones; Tulsa, Ernst & Young LLP
Justin O. Kersey; Edmond, Crawford &
Associates, PC

Cara A. Kristian; Tulsa

Jessica E. Lanham; Tulsa, Deloitte &
Touche, LLP

Aaron G. Lawson; Stillwater

Joseph A. Lorenz; Tulsa

Andrew T. Loving; Oklahoma City

Leigh Mason; Tulsa




